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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97, Applicant hereby calls the 
Examiner's attention to the documents listed on the attached form, 
which documents may be material to the examination of this 
application. A copy of each of the documents is enclosed herewith 
for the Examiner's consideration. 

No inference should be drawn that any method disclosed is 
equivalent to the subject invention. Also, the citation of the 
above-discussed documents is not to be construed as an assertion 
that more pertinent art could not possibly be in existence. 
Citation of any document herein is not to be construed as an 
admission that any subject matter disclosed in the document is 
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necessarily within the inventive field of endeavor, that any 
disclosure is necessarily prior in time to a particular date which 
may be relevant to the instant patent application, and/or that any 
disclosure is otherwise necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention. 

Applicant also respectfully reserves the right to later set 
forth how the instant invention is distinguished over the 
disclosure of any document or other art, including the disclosure 
of those documents discussed herein, that may be cited by the 
Examiner in rejecting a claim in the present patent application. 

This information disclosure statement is being filed after the 
mailing of a final action. However, the cited information was 
either first called to Applicant's attention in an Office Action 
dated May 21, 2004 in related Application Number 10/015,355 filed 
on December 12, 2001 or in an Office Action dated June 4, 2004 in 
related Application Number 10/327,831 filed on December 23, 2002. 
Accordingly, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2), it is hereby 
stated: no item of this information disclosure statement was cited 
in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the best knowledge of the person 
signing this certification after making a reasonable inquiry, no 
item of information contained in this information disclosure 
statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 
1.56(c) more than three months prior to filing of this information 
disclosure statement. Consequently, a check for the amount of 



$180. 00, the fee required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) (2) for the filing 
of this information disclosure statement, is included with this 
statement. However, if it is determined that an additional fee is 
required, then authorization is hereby granted to charge that 
additional fee to Deposit Account No. 50-1039. (A duplicate of 
this document is enclosed herewith.) 



Date: June 15, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 




^^arryyW. McFarron, Esq. 
Registration No. 27,357 

Cook, Alex, McFarron, Manzo, 
Cummings & Mehler, Ltd. 
200 West Adams St., Suite 2850 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Telephone: (312) 236-8500 

Attorneys for Applicant 
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Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 8 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING ^ 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is beinq deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as frefif^llx 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this date: | j une 15 2 004 I 
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Renee Barthel /» / 7 


^ Signature 




Date June 15,2004 ^ 
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DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231. 
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FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIC 
■argft Entity 
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FILING FEE 
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Fee Fee Fee Description 
Code ($) 

2001 385 Utility filing fee 

2002 170 Design filing fee 

2003 265 Plant filing fee 

2004 385 Reissue filing fee 

2005 80 Provisional filin g fee 
SUBTOTAL (1) 



Fee Paid 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTILITY AND 
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Extra Claims below Fee Paid 
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Total Claims f_ 

Independent |~ 
Claims L 
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Fee Fee 
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Fee Fee 
Code ($) 


1202 18 
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1203 290 


2203 145 
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1205 18 
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Reissue independent claims 
over original patent 

Reissue claims in excess of 20 
and over original patent 
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Design issue fee 
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Processing fee under 37 CFR § 1.1 7(q) 

Submission of Information Disclosure 
Statement 

Recording each patent assignment per property 

(times number of properties) 

Filing a submission after final rejection 

(37 CFR § 1.129(a)) 

For each additional invention to be examined 
(37 CFR § 1.129(b)) 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

Request for expedited examination 
of a design application 
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including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, strauldtes^ent to ^e Ch^ 
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